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lands, to Brazil and to Florida. In neither direction,, however, did any marked success attend these praiseworthy examples of private initiative.
The great valley of the St. Lawrence during these six decades remained a land of mystery. The navigators of Europe still clung to the vision of a westward passage whose eastern portal must be hidden among the bays or estuaries of this silent land, but none was bold or persevering enough to seek it to the end. As for the great continent itself, Europe had not the slightest inkling of what it held in store for future genera* tions of mankind.